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The Atlanta Hobby Robot Club (A.H.R.C.) is an organization of hobbyists that sprang out of the 

Atlanta Computer Society in 1981. Our members range in age from 7 to 70 plus and include 

students, computers professionals, and engineers. Our club's purpose is to support Georgians 

who build robots by bringing them together in a format where they can exchange ideas.  During our meetings 

we have "show and tell" and a presentation or discussion on a chosen topic at each general meeting.  

Presentations and discussions range in technicality from the very basic "let’s play with this new sensor" to the 

very advanced computer vision.  All are welcome. Happy Building! Bring your bots!   

Join us at our meetings: 

Every 3rd Saturday of the month  10 am – noon 
Pinckneyville Community Center  
4650 Peachtree Industrial Blvd, Norcross, GA 30071 

 Join our social groups: 

Find our groups on www.botlanta.org 

             

How to get started on your own robot 

Read Magazines: Servo, Nuts & Volts, Robot, Make 

Read Books: Robot Builder's Bonanza, Arduino Cookbook, Robot Building for Beginners, Lego Mind storm books, 
Make has many books that are project based and easy to follow 

Shop at Local stores: Microcenter, Fry’s, Radio Shack, Toys-R-Us, hobby stores 

Find websites of builders you like:  www.botlanta.org, www.wa4dsy.net/robot, nearchaos.net, 
www.benaxelrod.com, www.atlanta-robotics.com/Projects.php 

Join local clubs and organizations: Come to our meetings or find a club local to your area.  Hacker/builder 
spaces and school clubs are becoming more popular and may already be local to you. 

Some of our favorite Web sites: 
 

Robot Kits and parts Projects and tutorials 

mindstorms.lego.com 

vexrobotics.com  

parallax.com 

robotstore.com 

lynxmotion.com 

Yourduino.com  

sparkfun.com 

arduino.cc 

www.societyofrobots.com 

www.sparkfun.com/commerce/tutorials.php 

www.education.rec.ri.cmu.edu/index.htm 

www.physclips.unsw.edu.au/jw/electricmotors.html 

tronixstuff.wordpress.com/tutorials/ 

arduino-info.wikispaces.com 

www.jameco.com/Jameco/robot/robotstore.html 

learn.parallax.com 

 These links and more can be found at www.botlanta.org/robotlinks 

Getting young people involved:  Many schools now offer classes or clubs for robotics.  Individual summer 

programs are starting to become available. FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology)  

www.usfirst.org is an excellent competitive program which teaches not only robotics, but also leadership, 

project management, engineering principles, and most of all, it’s a lot of fun.   

http://www.botlanta.org/
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Each year we have Robot Rally where robot enthusiasts show off and compete with their robots. Competitions 

include Cube Quest, Line Maze Solving, Open Competition and Polyathlon. Polyathlon is 6 competitions rolled 

into one: Basic line follower, Advanced Line Follower, Beacon Killer, Beacon Killer with obstacles, Dead reckoning, 

and Bulldozer. Competition is open to the public. 

 Cube Quest  

 Bot to Bot competition where each bot starts from their own goal area and roam a 6x6 foot field 
and attempt to move +1 red blocks back to their goal while avoiding the -1 blue blocks. This contest 
is open for autonomous bots and RC controlled bots.  

 
 Line Maze Solving  

 Robots must solve a line maze in the fastest time. 
 
 Mini Sumo  

 Autonomous sumo bots fight to push their opponent out of the ring.  
 
 Open Competition  

 Open to any robot! Innovation is rewarded.  
A panel of expert judges evaluates your robot based on:  

achievement of the design goal, complexity, novelty, and quality. 
 
 Polyathlon   

Robots compete for points in 6 contests to determine the 
best overall performer.  The contests are: 
 

 Basic line follower   
 Complete the course faster than your opponents.  

 Advanced Line Follower  
 Complete the course faster than your opponents  

 Beacon Killer  
 Travel 10 feet to make contact with a beacon from a random start orientation in the least time.  

 Beacon Killer with obstacles  
 Travel 10 feet to make contact with a beacon from a random start orientation in the least time 
without moving obstacles.  

 Dead Reckoning  
 Travel 3 legs of an equilateral triangle in a clockwise direction and back at the starting point.  

 Bulldozer  
 Push 5 objects off a surface in the least time without driving off the edge. 

 

For tickets, more information, and details of the rules go to :  http://www.botlanta.org/robot-rally 
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